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02/03/22
European Commission guidelines for EU-Ukraine borders 
Goods, Passenger 
The European Commission has just adopted a Communication providing operational guidelines for external border management to facilitate border crossings at the EU-Ukraine borders. 
In particular, the guidance provides a comprehensive overview of facilitation measures concerning border controls that are available under the Schengen rules, while still ensuring the necessary level of border checks. The Commission recommends to use this flexibility in accordance with these operational guidelines.
The measures include: 
- simplification of border controls for certain categories of persons, including vulnerable persons, such as children, and other categories, such as transport workers that find themselves in Ukraine while carrying out their services; 
- the possibility to organise border controls outside of border crossing points; 
- special arrangements for crossing the borders by rescue services, police, fire brigades and border guards, seafarers regardless of their nationality; 
- the establishment of emergency support lanes, in order to ensure access and return of organisations providing humanitarian aid to people in the Ukrainian territory; 
- outside the scope of the Schengen rules, the waiving of customs duties and measures to facilitate the entry of pet animals travelling with their owners from Ukraine. 
To reduce congestion at borders, border guards may apply relaxations vis-à-vis certain categories of travellers, including workers, such as transport workers, regardless of their nationality, holding valid documents proving their profession. 
It is also proposes Member States set up temporary border crossing points for the duration of the emergency situation as well as emergency support lanes. Regarding the latter, if the configuration of the border crossing allows it, and a sufficient number of customs officers can be deployed, the designation of similar lanes for trucks is encouraged, in order to ensure both the continued supply of good and services as well as the return of transport workers from Ukraine.
The EC has also proposed a Council Implementing Decision, introducing a temporary protection mechanism for three categories of people: 
- Ukrainian nationals residing in Ukraine who are displaced as of 24 February 2022;
- Third-country nationals or stateless persons legally residing in Ukraine who are displaced as of 24 February 2022; and 
- Family members of the above two categories of people.
Source: European Commission


28/02/22
Temporary fuel distribution issues - Poland 
Goods, Passenger 
Polish fuel company Orlen has placed a temporary limit for trucks purchasing diesel of 500 litres. Some other petrol stations also have limited supplies. This is due to temporary fuel distribution issues within Poland resulting from higher than normal demand, especially in areas near the Ukrainian border.
Source: ZMPD

24/02/22
Ukraine borders with Moldova and Poland - Update 
Goods, Passenger 
Poland/Ukraine: Polish Customs has confirmed that its borders with Ukraine are open. Customs processes for goods transport into Poland are operating as normal. However Polish authorities are currently prioritising passenger traffic into the country, so trucks and commercial goods vehicles should expect delays.
Moldova/Ukraine: All border crossings between Moldova and Ukraine are currently open; the Kuchurgan crossing between Ukraine and Transnistria however is closed.
We are continuing to monitor borders in the region and in particular queues and issues that commercial drivers may be facing. Please let us know if you have any information.

24/02/22
State of emergency in Ukraine - Update 
Goods, Passenger 
Transport operators are advised that Ukraine has closed border crossing points with Belarus.
The information systems of customs authorities in Ukraine are functioning with interruptions, however some procedures may be performed manually. Significant delays in processing cargo data and customs clearance procedures are therefore expected.
Transport operators are currently advised to change their itineraries for alternative routes in order to avoid delays.
Trucks and drivers facing blockages during operations, including returning to their home countries from Ukraine, Belarus or Russia, should immediately contact their IRU member association and national authorities, as well as inform IRU at hotline@iru.org.
We are continuing to monitor the situation with our member associations, and will provide further updates as it evolves.



